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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's reply filed 11/27/07 is acknowledged, Claims 1-9 and 11-16, 18-35, 
37-46 and 48-55 are pending. Claims 10, 17, 36 and 47 have been canceled. Claims 
24-33 were withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1-3, 9, 14, 16, 18-23, 34, 35, 37, 39-46 and 50-55 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Patent No. 6,108,996 to McGinnis. 

As to claims 1-3 and 14, McGinnis teaches an assembly (31) (Fig. 1) for 
reinforcing an existing tower, the assembly comprising: a plurality of reinforcing legs 
(three legs) (33) (only one leg shown), see (Fig. 1) having a bearing plates (considers 
bearing plate element 61 , 63) (Fig. 5) (at the end of reinforcing leg) (see also col. 2, 
lines 36-47)), and wherein one or more reinforcing legs comprises two or more rigid 
reinforcing leg sections interconnected via bridging members 45, 55 (Fig. 1 for example) 
and a plurality of braces (lacings (35)) (Fig. 1 ) (see also col. 2, lines 1 3-20). 

As to claim 9, wherein one or more of the reinforcing legs each comprise a rigid 
leg having bearing plates at opposing ends (considers one of the bearing plates 61, 63 
for connecting between legs 33 to form an extended length reinforcing leg along a 
desired portion of a leg of the existing tower). 

As claim 16, wherein the reinforcing legs each comprise one or more rigid 
reinforcing leg sections, and wherein consecutive reinforcing leg sections of a given 
reinforcing legs are rigidly interconnected to achieve a desired length. 



Application/Control Number: 10/613,548 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3632 

As to claim 18, the reinforcing legs each comprise a corner member (angled 
plate). Note that the recitation of "a comer member that wraps a round adjacent tower 
faces " is not considered part of the claim, therefore it also reads on Mc Ginnis. 

As to claims 19-20, wherein the braces include mounting points (at 37, 39) (Fig. 
1 ) that align with one of more of the mounting holes in the corresponding mounting 
faces of the pairs of reinforcing legs. 

Regarding claim 21 , further comprising a guy pull-off accessory (89, 99) (for 
example) (fig. 6) configured to mount t a reinforcing leg rather than to a leg of the 
existing tower. 

Regarding claim 22, McGinnis further comprising a boom gate mount (143) for 
example (see Fig. 9) configured to mount to a reinforcing leg rather than a leg of the 
existing tower. 

Regarding claim 23, wherein the reinforcing legs also comprise lengths of angled 
plate material. 

Claims 34, 35, 37, 39, and 40-46 and 50-55, recited limitations similar to those 
recited in claims 1-3, 9,16 and 18-23, are therefore also disclosed by McGinnis. Note 
that claims 37, 44 recited the existing tower, which is not positively recited, not part of 
the claims (see the preamble) therefore these claims also read on McGinnis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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Claims 5-6, 7-8, 15, 38, 48-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McGinnis. 

As to claims 5-6, McGinnis teaches substantially as claimed as discussed above 
except for the cross braces sections that can be adjustable by having brace section 
jointed by sleeve nuts. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to make the brace section adjustable by having 
section members joined by sleeve nuts, since it has been held that the provision of 
adjustability, where needed, involves only routine skill in the art. In re Stevens, 101 
USPQ 284 (CCPA 1954). 

As to claim 15, McGinnis also does not appear to teach the bridge sections 
comprise elongated plate that interconnect spaced apart sections of the rigid leg while 
leaving open one or more section gaps to accommodate corresponding obstacles. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide elongated plate that interconnect spaced apart sections of the rigid 
legs, since it has been held that constructing a formely integral structure in various 
elements to leave it open or separate for adjustability to accommodate various objects, 
where needed, involves only routine skill in the art. 

As to claims 7-8 and 38, McGinnis also does not specifically teach the plurality of 
reinforcing legs comprising a set of reinforcing legs and the plurality of braces 
comprising a set of braces. It would also have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a set or sets of reinforcing legs 
or braces (or plurality of sections joint together), since it has been held that constructing 
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a formerly integral structure in various elements involves only routine skill in the art. 
Nerwin v. Erlichman, 168 USPQ 177, 179. 

AS to claims 48 and 49, McGinnis disclose substantially as claimed as discussed 
above except for the bearing plate having a cut out portion, however to have a cut out 
portion extending to a plate edge would have also been considered an obvious matter 
of design choice to modify the invention as specified in claims 45, 46 48 and 49. 

As to claims 50-55, McGinnis as modified also teach all the limitations of claims 
50-55 as discussed in claims 18-23. 

Claims 12-13, 35 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McGinnis in view of US Patent No. 6,745,539 to Heim. 

As to claims 12-13 and 35, McGinnis teaches substantially as claimed as 
discussed above except for each bearing plate comprising substantially flat plate 
attached normal to a long axis of the reinforcing leg to which it is mounted and wherein 
the bearing plate includes one or more mounting holes to align with existing bolt holes in 
a leg flange at a section joint of the existing tower, and wherein 

Heim teaches bearing plate(s) (14, 16, 20, 22) comprising substantially flat plate 
attached normal to a long axis of the reinforcing leg to which it is mounted and wherein 
the bearing plate includes one or more mounting holes to align with existing bolt holes in 
a leg flange at a section joint of the existing tower. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide a flat bearing plate attached normal to a long axis of the 
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reinforcing leg wherein the bearing plate include one or more mounting holes to align 
with existing bolts in a leg flange as in Heim in order to pemit interconnection of abutting 
bearing plates on consecutive reinforcing legs positioned along an existing tower to 
form an extended length. 

As to claims 4 and 1 1 to provide the reinforcing legs with shim joints for 
accommodating tower dimensional variance by adjusting nominal length of the 
reinforcing legs would also have been considered an obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to since it has been held that the 
provision of adjustability, where needed, involves only routine skill in the art. In re 
Stevens, 101 USPQ 284 (CCPA 1954) 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/15/07 have been fully considered. However, upon 

further consideration, the indicated allowability claims in the previous office action has 
been withdrawn in view of the new grounds of rejection. Accordingly, this action is 
made NON-Final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-6818. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. through Fri. from 9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Amy J. Sterling/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3632 

2/19/08 



/Tan Le/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3632 



